
can aso be found ln the china clay plts of Cornwa,
together with smoky quartz, but not of gem qualiiy.

Even though supp ies of naiuralamethyst are plentful
it is beng svnthesized. lt can be very difficult to

OI]AFTZ

Ametrine - th s ls where amethyst and ctrine have

b ended together to produce a s ngle bi coloured gem.

f rey a e rrooe atpl" p'iced but !er) al.ra^- ve

Amethyst, c ryslal clu ste r.

dist nguish the new
synthetics from ihe
natural and, in fact,
litte effort is taken to
sort the synthellc
from the natural, due
to lts low vaue. A
standard method to
dentify was to ook
for ihe 'thumbpr nt'
nc usion that is

dlagnostlc, but not al

amethyst dlsp ays

Amerrne (Phoro: DLJ)

Brown quartz:
Smoky quartz and Cairngorm Brown qLradz is a

transparent varlety ranging in co our from pale to dark

th s. lt looks, as it says, llke a thumbpr nt or tiger siripes
under the louPe.

Amethyst occurs in huge crysta {iled vugs or
caev ces, whlch are cut out for display. Some have egs

and g ass tops added to turn them into coffee tables.
A rather strange stone has recently become avaiable
green arrlethyst. While t is possible for this to occur

in nature, t s rare. Thls'green amethysl which has

been named 'prasiolite' is, in fact, heattreated
amethyst. To call it 'green amethyst', to the author's

brown, Ca rngorm gets its
name from the scott sh

mounta n region where it
was found; t was wideY
used in Ce tic jewellery.

Th s source is now
exhausted and today's
'Cairngorm' s actualy
heat-treated araethyst
irom Brazil, s milar to
'burnt amethyst'. The
term 'smoky' s oosely

mind, is a contrad ctlon n terms,
accepted colour in its own right;
version should only ever be caled
quarlz or'vermarine'.

as amethyst is an

this treated green
'prasio ite" 'green

applied to stones
having a sliqht y
c oudy ook, a though
much brown quartz is
still iermed srnoky.
The sources are
wor dwide and the
materia ls f€ceted in a

range of sty es as ring

Grcen quarv lPho\o: AIGILABI

Canngatn. lPholo: Kvll
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