
OUARTZ

dlsplay of amethyst, citrlne or other m nera s greets
your eye. orher dellghts are water agares, which have
water ocked into the r cavt es that is m llons of years

old. When cut coffect y the water can be seen through
the sione moving about. n rare nstances it can even
be heard when the stone s shaken

Enamel and gold pendant by Falize
sei with anerhyst c 784, (Plroto:WL)

OuaRrz

Ouartz s pure s lica, which constitutes approxlmately
6070 of the eath's crust the sandy beach Lrpon which
we sl1 on hol day whi e the ch ldren buid sand cast es
s quartz, as are the desert sands of the world

Ouartz is a arge farn ly cons st ng of two categories:
crysta line and cryptocrysta lne The crysta llne are
those transparent gerns that include anrethyst, c trine,
smoky quaftz or Ca rngorm and rock crysta. The
category ot cryptocrysta lne lncudes a the many
trans ucent and opaque stones that are impuae forms of

OLrartz also provides us wth the most beautlfu
crystaic usterc Geodes, which are lke bubb es formed
during volcanic eruptions. come in a var ety of sizes. lf
you are lucky, when they are sllced ln ha t a marue lous

Crystalline {transparentl quartz:
Amethyst - this can range n coloLrr from pa e lilac to
deep purple The darker colours tend to be prefeffed
and are consequenty more expensive.

The ma n sources are Sri Lanka, the USA, Brazil, Rlssia
and N/ladaqascar (lvla aqasv Republc). Nearer to home, it
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