
FELDSPARS _ FLUORSPAR/FLUORITE
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And€gine land Sunstono) is similar to Labradorite.
Named after the And€s, where it was thst identifled,
Andesine mineral occurs in red, orange and green. lt is
the same family g.oup as Labradorite {plagioclase)-

Contrcverslally, it has recenty become clear that

FLUoRSPAR/FLUoRrrE

Though fluorspar is not generally looked upon as a
gemstone because of its reLatjve softness (t rates only 4
on the Mohs scale), with care, it may be used decoratively.

A very English mineral, it is tound in Cornwall 6nd
Derbyshire. lts main claim to fame is the unique vaiety
'Blue John', which is found oniy in Derbyshhe. Although
suppLies are now limited it was very popular in Victorjan

times, providing b€autiful caNed ornaments. Although
called 'blue' it has more of a purple colour banding

together with browns and yellows. The crystal structure
ot fluonle shows as cheuon layers wilhin a massve
mate al. The Blue John Caverns are a popular tolrist
venue even today. classic pieces of Blue John command

some rod and green andesine are probably treated.
Sunstone is often streaked with red but the only true
natural red Andesine of gom q!€lity s found in oregon,
USA, and is very rare.
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