
DANBURTE-DASPORE

DTASPoRE

OnV recently introduced onto the market, diaspore
(pronounced '![e-a spore' or 'dee-asg-pra') ls a colouF
change stone slmllar to a medium-quality aexandrite;
this minera is also beng sold under the trademarked
name Zullanile. lts change from greenish-brown in

daylight to pinkish bronze ln tungsten lght cannot
compare with Russian alexandrite but stil makes it an

interesting gem. t has also been found ina champagne
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Named alter Danbury, Connectcut, l-iSA where it was
discovered, gem quality danburite was actually iirst
found ln Burma (lvlvanmar). lt has slnce been discovered
h Madagascar (Malagasy Republic) and Mexico

It ls a very attractive, if unusua, gem in wine, yellow
Fink and coourless varieties. t rates € 7 on the Mohs
scale thereby qualifying as an acceptable jewellery stone.

Danburite, however, does not have a very strong fire.
There are no known synthetlcs as yet. t is heat

sensitive, so care is required when repairing jewe lery
sei wth them.

A dark orange variety has been reported from Russ a

bd is a raity.

colour, s m lar to a pale citrine, and brown. Although
known in lts mineral form for some years, it was not
discovered in facetabe quallty until 1977 in Turkey.

The malor source forthis gern is stil Turke, but gem-
quallty blue and vioet Daspore crysta s have been
found in Massachusetts, USA. The minera s also
found in South Afrlca and Norwav.

Care should be taken in wearing diaspore as t has a

strong cleavage and may chip if knocked.
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